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INTRODUCTION 

Throughout history, despite the rigour that the legislator has attempted to establish 

through enacted legal norms, there have been numerous errors caused by the authorities' lack 

of promptness when criminal acts were committed, which subsequently proved to be bloody 

crimes posing a real danger. 

Among these errors, we can mention the Caracal case from 2019, the tragic event that 

took place at the Colectiv club on the night of 30 October 2015, as well as the Țundrea case in 

1993. These are some of the moments that had a significant impact not only nationally but also 

internationally, receiving substantial media coverage and leaving a bitter taste in the mouth of 

the entire Romanian judicial system. 

The case I will analyze in this paper took place during the communist regime in Romania 

and is considered by most people to be the biggest judicial error in our country. Regardless of 

whether or not someone has any connection to the field of law, the "Anca" case remains a 

landmark in the dark history of the state in which we live today. 

1. THE COURSE OF THE CASE 

In this chapter, I will present the entire case in detail, while also highlighting aspects 

related to criminalistics, in order to provide not only an overview of the events, but also to raise 

awareness of the practices that led to the failure to resolve this case. 

1.1. Presentation of the facts 

The entire action takes place in Bucharest, after the capital city's population had already 

been shaken by the crimes of the notorious Ion Rîmaru, as well as by the 7.4 magnitude 

earthquake on 4 March 1977. More specifically, the epicentre of the horror unfolded between 

8 and 12 July 1977. 
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Thus, on the morning of 8 July, Bucharest police officers discovered a package in 

Hipodrom Park1 containing two of a woman's arms, detached from the scapulohumeral joint2 

and wrapped in plastic foil. Surprisingly for that time, the nails were found to have been freshly 

painted with nail polish3. Upon hearing this news, even President Nicolae Ceaușescu was 

notified of this heinous act, and he ordered the emergency mobilization of all militia crews to 

search for any other suspicious packages scattered throughout Bucharest.  

Later, in Herăstrău Park, in the underground public toilet for men, a package containing 

the left thigh and the right calf and foot was found. Later, also in the Herăstrău area, on the left 

side of Kissellef Road, among the bushes, the pelvis with the lower abdomen of a woman was 

identified. In the area of the Arch of Triumph, in a bush, the torso was found, and in the 

courtyard of a building on Taraș Sevcenco Street, the investigating authorities were notified 

that another package had been identified, containing the right thigh of one leg, as well as the 

left calf and foot of another leg4. 

Finally, on 12 July, the woman's head was identified in a public toilet behind Colțea 

Hospital. In total, police officers discovered six such packages, either bags or suitcases, 

containing various parts of the woman's body, cut up with the skill of a butcher5. 

1.2. The investigation 

To facilitate the identification of the dismembered woman, the police referred to recent 

missing persons reports. By corroborating the existing data and eliminating irrelevant 

individuals, investigators concluded that the parts found belonged to a young woman from 

Sibiu, Anca Maria Rodica Broscățean, aged 18-19. In this context, they contacted her aunt in 

Bucharest, Rodica Coroiu, who revealed that Anca had come to Bucharest to take the entrance 

exam for the ASE (Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest), and that on 6 July 1977, at 

around 4 p.m., she had left to check the lists of candidates assigned to rooms6. From that 

 
1 It no longer exists, having been located in the Herăstrău-Romexpo Park area 
2 See https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-

judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia , accessed on 04.10.2025. 
3 See https://evz.ro/cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-a-criminalistilor-romani-dateaza-din-1977-anul-marelui-cutr-

98586.html , accessed on 04.10.2025. 
4 See https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-

judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia , accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
5 See https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/  

accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
6 See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara , accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 

https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://evz.ro/cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-a-criminalistilor-romani-dateaza-din-1977-anul-marelui-cutr-98586.html%20,
https://evz.ro/cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-a-criminalistilor-romani-dateaza-din-1977-anul-marelui-cutr-98586.html%20,
https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/%20,
https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara%20,
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moment on, Anca did not return, which is why her aunt reported her niece's disappearance the 

following day. 

The team of investigators was extensive. The entire operation was coordinated by Major 

General Valeriu Buzea, deputy to Lieutenant General Jean Moldoveanu, who was abroad at the 

time on a delegation. Specifically, the criminal investigation was carried out through 

collaboration between the General Inspectorate of the Militia, the Bucharest Municipal 

Prosecutor's Office and the General Prosecutor's Office7. The total duration of the investigation 

was 11 months, and the case file comprised 26 volumes8. 

Following the forensic examination, it was found that the woman's death was caused by 

three mechanisms: strangulation with a cable, suffocation by blocking the airways with the 

hand, and mechanical asphyxiation, as there were balls of toilet paper in the larynx9. The young 

woman had also been raped and robbed before her death. Furthermore, the victim had "a blood 

alcohol level of 0.50‰ at the time of death"10. 

Since Ceaușescu himself had ordered the case to be solved as quickly as possible, the 

Militia went into a frenzy, searching over 12,000 properties and investigating 1,500 of the most 

dangerous criminals11. Unfortunately, this rush led to a series of significant mistakes, as well as 

a superficial investigation, characterized by the excessive zeal of the superiors. 

After Anca's aunt's flat was searched, a significant clue was discovered by investigators 

– the victim's phone book, which contained the number of a man named "Sami". He was quickly 

identified as Gheorghe Samoilescu, "a taxi driver, born in 1951, married, father of three 

children"12. His testimony reveals that the man approached Anca on the tram and proposed an 

"affair". Wanting his wish to come true, he left her his phone number so she could call him and 

arrange a meeting. However, his story does not match the statement made by Anca's best friend, 

who claimed that the young woman had known Sami since May, when she came to the capital 

to find out about the admission exam. Thus, she was tricked into accompanying him to his 

studio apartment under the pretext that he was a student at the Politehnica and could offer her 

some advice about the university and Bucharest in general. In reality, he proposed to her to 

 
7 See https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/  

accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
8 Ibid. 
9 See https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html , 

accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
10 See https://ro.scribd.com/doc/260610221/Cazul-Anca, accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
11 See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara, accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 
12See https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-

serie/, accessed online on 04.10.2025. 

https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/%20,
https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html%20,
https://ro.scribd.com/doc/260610221/Cazul-Anca,
https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara,
https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/,
https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/,


 
 
 
 

 139 

sleep with him, but the girl vehemently refused. In this situation, the man snatched the gold 

necklace from her neck as "collateral" and gave her his phone number in case she changed her 

mind. When questioned "under the spotlight," Sami admitted that this was indeed how events 

unfolded and, moreover, confessed that he had already sold the necklace in Obor Market13.  

This forced confession was sufficient for the authorities to conclude that Samoilescu was 

the culprit, as he was the only man Anca had apparently met in Bucharest. As a result, the man 

was remanded in custody for 30 days on 21 July 1977. 

1.3. Evidentiary proceedings 

In order to "extract" Samoilescu's exact confession, the Militia subjected him to numerous 

inhuman acts of barbarism during his preventive detention. The main method was "exhaustion," 

whereby physical and mental pain and fatigue cause people to confess to acts they are believed 

to have committed. He was beaten every day, and the investigators used the "severe 

interrogation" method for 16 hours, followed by 4 hours of rest/ sleep. Moreover, the methods 

used by the militia workers did not stop there, with the methods of handcuffing on the 

"rotisserie"14 and "macavela"15 also being preferred. The Russian roulette16 was also not 

excluded. 

One incident stands out, however, when the defendant was taken to a forest on the 

outskirts of Bucharest, where he was "hanged with his hands behind his back from a tree, and 

an iron plate was tied to his legs until his arms were dislocated from his shoulders"17. The 

torturer Tudor Stănică participated in this torture, stating that Gheorghe Samoilescu was not the 

murderer, because "if he had been, with all the beating he took, he would have told them 

everything, even the milk he sucked from his mother's breast.”18 

Despite this statement, the criminal investigation authorities did not stop the ordeal. What 

is more, they decided to arrest both the man's wife and his stepmother. The wife was subjected 

 
13See https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-

judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia, accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
14 The person was handcuffed to a suspended bar, which was constantly rotated so that it did not know where the 

blows were coming from. 
15 The defendant was suspended with his hands behind his back or hung in a harness passed under his arms by a 

pipe. 
16 See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara , accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 
17See https://www.luju.ro/dezvaluiri/cazuri-celebre/inscenarea-cazul-anca-nota-directiei-a-vi-a-a-securitatii-

despre-abuzurile-anchetatorilor-si-judecatorilor-care-au-condamnat-un-nevinovat-la-25-ani-de-inchisoare-

pentru-omor- document , accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
18 Ibid. 

https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara%20,
https://www.luju.ro/dezvaluiri/cazuri-celebre/inscenarea-cazul-anca-nota-directiei-a-vi-a-a-securitatii-despre-abuzurile-anchetatorilor-si-judecatorilor-care-au-condamnat-un-nevinovat-la-25-ani-de-inchisoare-pentru-omor-%20document
https://www.luju.ro/dezvaluiri/cazuri-celebre/inscenarea-cazul-anca-nota-directiei-a-vi-a-a-securitatii-despre-abuzurile-anchetatorilor-si-judecatorilor-care-au-condamnat-un-nevinovat-la-25-ani-de-inchisoare-pentru-omor-%20document
https://www.luju.ro/dezvaluiri/cazuri-celebre/inscenarea-cazul-anca-nota-directiei-a-vi-a-a-securitatii-despre-abuzurile-anchetatorilor-si-judecatorilor-care-au-condamnat-un-nevinovat-la-25-ani-de-inchisoare-pentru-omor-%20document
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to physical exhaustion, and the mother was interrogated for nine hours19. In addition, during 

their arrest, the couple's children were taken to an orphanage. 

After this point, the statements changed constantly – sometimes the wife caught the two 

having sex and she "solved the problem", sometimes the mother conspired to cut up and hide 

the body. Finally, after an informant was allegedly introduced into the defendant's cell, 

Samoilescu confessed in detail how the crime took place. 

Because of the torture and shame caused by this case, his wife decided to divorce him, 

and Gheorghe's parents chose to commit suicide. His father, a former senior officer, who had 

been hospitalized in the Central Military Hospital, ended his life by hanging himself, while his 

stepmother died by electrocution, leaving the following message as a farewell note: "I couldn't 

bear the terror any longer"20. 

Although there was no evidence in the case file, let alone conclusive evidence – the 

refrigerator in which the defendant claimed to have kept the victim's limbs was far too small, 

there were no traces of blood in that studio apartment, the evidence collected did not match the 

genetic material collected from the corpse – the Supreme Court of the Socialist Republic of 

Romania sentenced Gheorghe Samoilescu to 25 years in prison in February 1979 for 

committing the concurrent crimes of aggravated murder, rape, robbery, and desecration of 

corpses. 

1.4.The discovery of the real criminal 

After three years and eight months in prison, Anca's real killer was identified. 

It all started with the disappearance of a laboratory assistant at a research institute in the 

Băneasa neighbourhood, named Marcela Mihai, who had not been seen for several days. By 

chance, the Bucharest Municipal Militia was notified that an unbearable smell, "like a corpse," 

was emanating from an apartment in Amzei Square21. So, a crew went to the scene, where they 

discovered the woman's dismembered body. Upon seeing this scene, the militia took him to 

headquarters for questioning. 

The perpetrator turned out to be Romca Cozmici, aged 25, known as a mediocre painter 

and, at the same time, an unskilled worker at the "Marmura" Company”22. During the 

 
19See https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-

judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia, accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
20See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara,accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 
21See https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/imagini-inedite-din-ancheta-cazului-anca-2228495, accessed online on 

04.10.2025. 
22 See https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cazul_%E2%80%9EAnca%E2%80%9D , accessed online on 04.10.2025. 

https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://www.analizacomportamentala.com/post/cazul-anca-cea-mai-grav%C4%83-eroare-judiciar%C4%83-din-rom%C3%A2nia
https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara,
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/imagini-inedite-din-ancheta-cazului-anca-2228495,
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cazul_%E2%80%9EAnca%E2%80%9D%20,
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discussions, Cozmici confessed to Colonel Corneliu Diamandescu that he was Anca's killer: 

"Colonel, I know I'm going to be shot, but because I like you, you've been kind to me, I want to 

tell you that I killed Anca"23. 

Furthermore, the young man's story, according to which he lured the woman to his house 

to have sex with her and then kill her, is also proven by the evidence identified. Anca had a 

watch in which there was a photo of her boyfriend at the time. Well, this object was found on 

the perpetrator's partner's hand, and his fingerprint is identical to the one taken from one of the 

packages24. 

As a result, Cozmici was sentenced to death and executed by firing squad. However, 

before the firing squad, he shouted "Sweet as honey is the bullet of the homeland" alluding to 

the title of a novel written by Petru Popescu25. 

The name Cozmici was not a common one at the time; his father, Eftimie Cozmici, had 

been a security colonel and a famous torturer at the Danube-Black Sea Canal. This character 

match further strengthened criminological theories based on the hypothesis of heredity. Thus, 

we can see the applicability of the theories promoted by the Interpsychological School, through 

the hypotheses of Gabriel Tarde, who gave a significant role to imitation. More specifically, the 

"role of imitation" refers to the way in which imitation underlies social relationships, and the 

criminal phenomenon can be acquired through observing the behaviour of other individuals, 

implicitly family members26 – as is the case with Romca. Moreover, if we were to extrapolate, 

just by seeing the image of the offender, we may be tempted to classify him as a criminal, as 

defined by Cesare Lombroso, since the so-called stigmata of the criminal can be identified quite 

easily – large, wide-set eye sockets, asymmetry of the nostrils, prominent cheekbones and 

pronounced frontal sinuses27. 

In addition, due to the fact that he had been a fellow prisoner with Gheorghe Gheorghiu-

Dej, Nicolae Ceaușescu, Alexandru Iliescu and other communist leaders28 in the prison in Târgu 

Jiu, many voices consider that the flawed criminal trial was merely a way of covering up his 

son's crimes. The criminal investigation, carried out hastily and under the close supervision of 

 
23 See https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html, 

accessed on 04.10.2025. 
24 See https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cazul_%E2%80%9EAnca%E2%80%9D , accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
25 See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara , accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 
26 For more details, see A. Lazăr, Criminologie (“Criminology”), Risoprint Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2008, p. 42. 
27 Idem, p. 46-47. 
28 See https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/constanta/gena-de-asasin-fiul-ucigasul-sadic-supranumit-1636941.html , 

accessed on 04.10.2025. 

https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html,
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cazul_%E2%80%9EAnca%E2%80%9D%20,
https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara%20,
https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/constanta/gena-de-asasin-fiul-ucigasul-sadic-supranumit-1636941.html%20,
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the Romanian president, provided the perfect environment for finding a scapegoat in the person 

of Gheorghe Samoilescu. 

1.5.Subsequent events 

Two months after the murderer of the two women was caught, Samoilescu was released, 

but his health was poor, and his entire family had been destroyed. 

Subsequently, by Decision No. 75 of 10 June 1981 (case No. 54/1981), the Supreme Court 

quashed the convictions, and the case was sent back to the Public Prosecutor's Office for 

"completion of the criminal investigation" and not for acquittal. In 1982, the court ordered the 

termination of the criminal proceedings for the offence of breach of trust, as the man had kept 

the woman's necklace. The court's arguments were based on the fact that the injured party had 

not filed a prior complaint29. 

Regarding the damage suffered during his deprivation of liberty, Gheorghe Samoilescu 

obtained 70,000 lei in compensation, representing the equivalent of the wages that the taxi 

driver lost during the period he was imprisoned. However, in reality, the man was left with 

40,000 lei, as the state took 30,000 lei to cover "accommodation and food expenses in prison"30. 

After the 1989 Revolution, he asked the court in 1997 to punish the people who had 

wrongfully convicted him, but no action was taken. His fight against the system ended in 2005 

when he died of lung cancer. 

Despite this, Samoilescu's daughter, Laura Margareta Tarchetta, filed a request for a 

,review of the case in which her father had been convicted, but all her efforts were rejected 

consecutively by the Bucharest Tribunal, then by the Bucharest Court of Appeal and finally, by 

the High Court of Cassation and Justice. Subsequently, his daughter sued the Romanian state 

and obtained payment of 500,000 euros in moral damages. However, things did not remain that 

way, because the state appealed the decision, and the Bucharest Court of Appeal ruled as 

follows: "the compensation due to the claimant is 10,000 euros, equivalent in lei on the date of 

actual enforcement"31. 

Nevertheless, I would also like to mention that the Security knew from the outset that 

Samoilescu was not the culprit. This is evident from the "Note on the judicial error in the case 

 
29 See https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara , accessed 

online on 04.10.2025. 
30 https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html, 

accessed online on 04.10.2025. 
31 Ibid. 

https://comentator.ro/infodemia/1220-cazul-anca-fapta-unui-obsedat-si-tragica-eroare-judiciara%20,
https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/alexandria/cazul-anca-cea-mai-mare-eroare-judiciara-din-1618757.html,
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of the defendant Samoilescu Gheorghe, convicted of particularly serious murder", which was 

disclosed in 2010. 

2. CRIMINALISTIC PERSPECTIVE 

In this chapter, I will present how the investigation should have been conducted 

considering the forensic evidence available at the time. The evidence used in the case was either 

handled correctly but ultimately ignored, or was misclassified from the outset, leading to 

erroneous lines of inquiry. 

2.1.Judicial error 

The doctrine defines the concept of judicial error as "the perception, interpretation, or 

wrongful sanctioning, in good or bad faith, of factual and legal data raised in the course of the 

administration of justice.32" Thus, judicial error can be caused by several external and internal 

factors. It is characterized by the effective inability of the authorities to hold a person 

accountable who has committed an act provided for by criminal law and who also fulfils the 

other conditions of the offence – the form of guilt, unjustified and imputable nature, or an 

unlawful act that has caused civil damage. The most serious judicial errors, however, are 

situations in which an innocent person is convicted/punished for an act that they did not commit 

or that they committed in the presence of grounds for exemption from liability. Art. 268 para. 

(4) of Law No. 303/2022 on the status of judges and prosecutors expressly provides for 

situations in which a judicial error occurs, namely: where "procedural acts were ordered during 

the trial in clear violation of the substantive and procedural legal provisions, thereby seriously 

violating the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of the person, causing harm that could 

not be remedied by ordinary or extraordinary appeal", namely when "a final court decision 

has been handed down that is clearly contrary to the law or the facts of the case as evidenced 

by the evidence presented, thereby seriously affecting the rights, freedoms and legitimate 

interests of the person, damage that could not be remedied by ordinary or extraordinary legal 

remedies." 

Unfortunately, it can only be identified after it has occurred, since, until that moment, the 

final conviction benefits from the presumption that it reveals the judicial truth in the case. 

 
32 T. B. Butoi, I. T. Butoi, A. T. Butoi, C. G. Puț, Analiza comportamentală din perspectiva psihologiei judiciare, 

victimologiei și tacticii criminalistice (“Behavioural analysis from the perspective of judicial psychology, 

victimology and criminal investigation tactics”), Pro Universitaria Publishing, Bucharest, 2019, p. 256. 
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In most cases, in the absence of errors caused by the mechanisms used to administer 

evidence or by the superficiality with which the authorities decided to treat the case, the main 

cause of judicial errors is psychological, in the form of the internal convictions of the people 

involved. In these situations, magistrates do not act in bad faith, but are, more precisely, passive 

subjects of the entire procedure, allowing themselves to be guided by the existing evidence, but 

also by the state of mind in which they find themselves at the time of analysing the case33. 

However, we cannot ignore the situation in which the competent judicial authorities may act 

contrary to the legal provisions, deliberately ignoring the existing evidence, which could lead 

to the formation of an opinion contrary to the present one. 

2.2.Investigative interview 

Regarding this part of the investigation, specialists promote the idea of a positive attitude, 

precisely in order to give the suspect or defendant the necessary degree of confidence to confide 

in the authorities. 

In short, the positive attitude that criminal investigation bodies must demonstrate is 

reflected in the veracity of the information obtained, which is characterized by the absence of 

preconceived prejudices and resentments. 

In Anca's case, since all investigative procedures took place during the communist 

regime, there were no such clearly established limits to ensure the necessary leverage to initiate 

an investigation under the conditions of legality that we know in the 21st century. However, 

this was not only the case in Eastern European countries, as the phenomenon was also 

encountered in Western states. For example, the ”KUBARK” 34 Counterintelligence and 

Investigation Manual, partially declassified in 1997 in the United States, provided for a series 

of violent and non-violent tactics for obtaining information. Although the term "non-violent" 

may bring to mind practices that are common today, in fact they did not involve physical 

violence, but only psychological violence. Investigations were carried out by putting those 

being interrogated under maximum pressure, using other methods such as polygraph tests, 

hypnosis or the administration of hallucinogenic drugs. As for violent tactics, these were, of 

course, represented by torture35. 

 

 
33 Idem, p. 261. 
34 Code name of the agency. 
35 For more details, see T. B. Butoi, I. T. Butoi, A. T. Butoi, C. G. Puț, op. cit., pp. 183-184. 
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2.3.Investigation of semen traces 

In the case of Anca's death, the criminal investigation authorities administered tests on 

genetic material from the corpse and, although the samples did not match, they chose to 

overlook this fact. The matching or mismatching of the evidence administered from the corpse 

and that obtained from the suspects was administered in bad faith, with the desire to resolve the 

case as quickly as possible, but also to quell the media storm. 

In criminalistics, semen traces play an important role in proving crimes with a high degree 

of social danger, committed against sexual freedom and integrity. These are sought both on the 

victim's body and on other objects, such as bed linen or clothing. To detect them, ultraviolet 

radiation is used, which causes a specific bluish fluorescence. In addition, to collect them, the 

materials on which they are found are cut out, while traces found on the skin are transferred by 

moistening with distilled water. 

These traces are fairly easy to detect, as their survival rate is higher than that of other 

biological traces. Sperm can survive for up to 19 days on a corpse, especially on a frozen one, 

while on various materials they can be preserved for months36. 

2.4.Identification of fingerprints 

In order to identify Anca's killer, the criminal investigation authorities managed to collect 

a fingerprint – more precisely, the only fingerprint of one of the fingers found on one of the six 

packages. To this end, investigators also took Samoilescu's fingerprints at the time of his arrest 

but found that they did not match those of the murderer. However, acting in bad faith, they 

decided to overlook this crucial aspect in the initiation of criminal proceedings. 

Well, after Cozmici's confession, this aspect was re-examined and, to the surprise of the 

police, the fingerprints matched, reinforcing the belief that he had committed the crimes for 

which Samoilescu was serving his sentence. 

Nowadays, identifying and collecting fingerprints remains an effective and common 

method, which investigative bodies use whenever possible. First, these prints are recorded by 

photographing them, with an emphasis on clarity of detail so that the resulting photos reveal an 

image as close to reality as possible. Subsequently, they are collected either by applying 

adhesive tape or by making a mold for deep prints37. 

 
36 See P. Ciobanu, E. Stancu, Criminalistică: tehnica criminalistică (“Criminalistics: Criminalistic Technique”), 

Universul Juridic Publishing, Bucharest, 2017, p. 169-170. 
37 See P. Ciobanu, Criminalistică: sinteze (“Criminalistics: Syntheses”), Universul Juridic Publishing, Bucharest, 

2017, p. 25-26. 
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These steps are essential for the final stage, which is interpreting the marks to identify the 

corresponding finger and the person it belongs to. 

Furthermore, an important role in collecting these prints, but also in solving the case of 

Anca's death, could also be played by single-finger fingerprint cards, which "contain the 

impression of a single finger, their mapping being done in an order similar to that of ten-finger 

mapping"38. More specifically, within the framework of this procedure, not only the type of 

papillary pattern is taken into account, but also other criteria such as the mode of fusion, the 

rings or interruptions between the lines that form the papillary pattern. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

With that being said, the "Anca" case remains in history as "a name that most clearly 

illustrates the notions of abuse of justice and judicial error.39" The entire case was marked by 

superficiality and haste to close a file so that the echo of events would not tarnish the image of 

a regime. From these errors, today's authorities should learn how politics can distort an 

apparently impartial view of a case, as well as the mechanisms needed to avoid such tragedies 

in the future. 

The case of the young woman from Sibiu was later made into a Romanian film, "Examen" 

in 2003, but its impact was not as resounding as might have been expected, even though it was 

seen by 4,158 viewers in cinemas across the country40. 

Although the case continues to be discussed today, many people are unaware of the true 

significance of what happened. Although all those involved in the investigation have died, this 

does not erase the double tragedy that negligence and external factors inflicted on the life of a 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
38 E. Stancu, Tratat de criminalistică (“Treatise on Criminalistics”), 6th edition, revised, Universul Juridic 

Publishing, Bucharest, 2015, p. 212. 
39 See https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-

serie/, accessed online on 05.10.2025. 
40 See https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Examen_(film_din_2003) , accessed online on 05.10.2025. 

https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/,
https://www.curentul.info/actualitate/cazul-anca-dosarul-care-a-transformat-justitia-intr-un-ucigas-in-serie/,
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Examen_(film_din_2003)%20,
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