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INTRODUCTION

In the spring of 1992, a ferocious ethnic war characterized by numerous violations
of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) broke out in Bosnia and Hercegovina (BiH), leaving
over 100.000 dead people. Many others were injured or forcibly displaced. From a humanitarian
standpoint, the Bosnian War was catastrophic, unfolding right under the eyes of the
international community, while horrific news and photographs were constantly broadcasted in
the international press.

In Sarajevo, the capital city of BiH, people were desperately trying to survive the
Bosnian Serb siege, as snipers deliberately targeted children and civilians. When it comes to
Prijedor, a town in the northwest of BiH, the non-Serb inhabitants were forced to wear armbands
and mark their houses, before being forcibly displaced or taken into the infamous concentration
camps of Omarska, Keraterm, and Trnopolje. Meanwhile, in ViSegrad, a town in southeastern
Bosnia, known for its historic, white-stoned bridge, horrendous events unfolded, as Bosnian
Serb paramilitaries heartlessly executed many civilian victims, while other people were burned
alive or repeatedly raped. Such acts were not isolated though, taking place in many
municipalities throughout BiH, during the entire period of war.

And then came Srebrenica. The small town that in July 1995 was hosting about
50.000 refugees, and where, under the command of Ratko Mladi¢, more than 8.000 people,
mostly men and boys, were brutally murdered in just a few days.

After almost four years of war, marked by genocide and crimes against humanity,
the international community finally decided to act, launching aerial attacks against the Bosnian
Serb forces and thus leading to the signing of the Dayton agreement in December 1995.
According to this Peace Agreement, Bosnia and Hercegovina is a single, sovereign country,
with two constituent entities (Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Hercegovina)
and an autonomous district (Br¢ko). Today, Srebrenica, ViSegrad and Prijedor are situated in
Republika Srpska (RS), while Sarajevo is part of the Federation.

During its activity, The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

(ICTY) convicted individuals for Genocide in Srebrenica and for Crimes against humanity
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perpetrated against the Bos$njak! community throughout BiH. However, denial and
minimization of these crimes continue, in more obvious or subtle manners.

In 2022, there were at least 693 documented acts of Genocide denial or
minimization, out of which 476 took place in Serbia and 176 in BiH (175 in RS). Notably, on
July 28,2021, the Criminal Code of BiH was amended to prohibit Genocide denial. Compared
to 2021, this led to an 80% decrease in incidents, yet 176 cases were still recorded in BiH.?

This study examines the mechanisms of historical revisionism, Genocide denial and
minimization, focusing on the cities of Srebrenica, ViSegrad, and Prijedor, all of them situated
in RS. However, these are not the only locations affected by historical reinterpretation and
denial.

Additionally, this research draws attention to the concerning lack of
memorialization at sites of detention or mass execution. This is often due to opposition and
obstruction from local authorities. Many schools and factories where mass executions were
carried out, have resumed their activity, without acknowledging the atrocities perpetrated there
during the war. Public access to these sites is generally prohibited, except during annual, pre-
arranged commemorations.

While the Srebrenica Genocide is
memorialized in Potocari, numerous places of -
detention and mass execution largely remain
unmarked, except for the small monument at
the stadium in Nova Kasaba, where more than

1000 prisoners were held captive in July 1995,
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before being transported to places of mass . ) | ¢
Figure 1: Mothers of Srebrenica. Photo source: BIRN.

execution®. The memorial in Potodari was
made possible through the constant fight for memory and justice of the Mothers of Srebrenica
Association. In a display of bravery and resilience, the women who lost their sons, fathers,
husbands, and brothers refused to have the memorial built in a place other than Srebrenica,

where they gave birth and raised their children.

! The term “Bosnjak” specifically designates the Muslim population of BiH, differentiating them from other ethnic
groups within the same territorial boundaries, namely: Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Croats. Even though they are
also inhabitants of BiH, they ethnically identify themselves as Serbs or Croats. Consequently, while all three
groups may be described as Bosnians in a geographic or legal sense, the term “Bosnjak” is solely referring to the
Muslim ethnic group of Bosnians.

2 Memorial Center Srebrenica, Srebrenica Genocide Denial Report 2022, Potodari, 2022, p. 30.

3 However, this does not mean that summary executions did not occur in Nova Kasaba. Historical sources prove
people have been killed in Nova Kasaba as well, but the stadium where the captives were held does not, in itself,
represent a place of mass execution, like Kravica, Petkovci Dam or Pilica Cultural Center.
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In Visegrad, on the other hand, the suffering of women remains largely
unacknowledged and ignored. During the war, many women and girls were captured and
detained in rape houses, where they were constantly subjected to systematic

sexual violence. Hotel Vilina Vlas, the most notorious rape house, resumed its
activity, guests sleeping on the same beds where women had been raped, and swimming in the
pool that, 30 years ago, was filled with the blood of brutally executed people.

Hence, the present study seeks to highlight the victims’ ongoing struggle for
memory and justice, while raising awareness of the threats posed by both the authorities’

opposition to memorialization and the historical revisionism spread throughout the entire RS.

1. SREBRENICA AND THE NEARBY VILLAGES

Located on the banks of the Drina River, just a few kilometers away from Serbia,
Srebrenica was well known, prior to the Bosnian war, for its silver mines and the rich waters of
Guber. Soon after the war erupted, in 1992, Srebrenica
turned into a slaughterhouse. In the spring of 1993, the
enclave had been a “UN Safe Area”, after the Bosnian
Serb forces killed and wounded a group of children who aHeBiENIh 199420013
were playing football.* Today, the place of the massacre
is memorialized, a stone inscription written in Bosnian
language being displayed. However, it is hardly
noticeable, so foreign visitors might struggle to see it,
unless they have prior knowledge about its existence.

Carried out on multiple layers, the ethnic

cleansing  operations in  Srebrenica  were

Figure 2: “At this location, on April 12, 1993,

meticulously planned. While famine and attacks on the ~&renades fired from Serbian positions killed
74 people and caused injuries to

“Srebrenica Safe Area” had been practiced on a large approximately 100 Bosnjaks from Srebrenica
and Podrinje region. Photo source: Personal

scale until July 1995, once Operation Krivaja-95 was archive.

set in motion, things took a different, much darker turn. The UN contingent of troops, stationed
in Potocari and in the surrounding observation posts, failed to stop the attack of the Bosnian
Serbian forces, led by General Ratko Mladi¢. By occupying UNPROFOR s observation points

and blackmailing the UN commander not to launch airstrikes on Bosnian Serb forces, Mladi¢'s

4+ In Bosnian: “Na ovom mjestu, 12. aprila 1993. godine, od granata ispaljenih sa srpskih poloZaja, ubijeno je
74, a ranjeno oko 100 Bosnjaka iz Srebrenice i Podrinja. Srebrenica 1993-2013.”
Personal Archive, Interview with Hasan Hasanovié, Srebrenica, July 9, 2024,
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troops not only took control of Srebrenica but also carried out their plan to commit genocide in
the area.

At that moment, Srebrenica was overcrowded with tens of thousands of refugees,
who had sought refuge in the main “safe area” in Eastern Bosnia. In addition to the general
chaos, amplified by conflicting rumors about their fate, many civilians tried to take refuge in
the UN military base in Potocari, hoping that the presence of the international troops would
provide them real protection. Their expectations were quickly wrecked.’

Separating women from men, or
carrying out a veritable manhunt for those who fled
to seek shelter in the forests, the Bosnian Serb
military forces, with the aid of military police
officers, and without any real opposition from
UNPROFOR, launched one of the most brutal
operations of the 20" century, killing in just a few

days more than 8.000 people, mostly boys and

Figure 3: Petkovci primary school, where prisoners
were detained before being transported to the execution
place, at Petkovci dam. Photo source: Personal archive.

men. Survivor testimonies and archival documents
describe in detail the cruelty of the operation.
Thousands of men and boys were

detained in various abandoned buildings or schools.

Surviving torture and starvation, they were later
transported to isolated places. Bound by their hands, :
they were lined up and shot at close range. Many did
not die immediately but were left to die in agony.
More than 8,000 boys and men did not survive
Operation Krivaja-95. The places of execution are
not memorialized, visitors passing by, unaware of
the atrocities perpetrated there just 30 years ago. P 2
“I was wounded all over my body. I  Figure 4: Cartridge tube identified at Petkovei dam
could hear the soldiers talking about us. Some of exeeution place. Photo source: Personal archive.

them enjoyed our suffering and I couldn't understand how some people could find pleasure in

that. At that moment, I wanted to die, but I didn't have the courage to call them. I thought |

5 Personal Archive, Interview with Nura Mustafi¢, Srebrenica, July 9, 2024.
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would die quickly anyway. I was aware that [ was bleeding. Then the soldiers got into the truck
and drove away.”’®

Transported to mass graves, the bodies  of the victims were rarely fully
identified. After the methodical killing of the detainees, their bodies were tossed into primary
mass graves, then dismembered and transported to secondary and tertiary mass graves. Their
mothers, sisters, and wives waited for them for weeks, months, or years, hoping that they were
still alive. 8,372 of them never returned.

In Zeleni Jadar, a village situated a few kilometers away from Srebrenica, no fewer
than 332 body remains of the people killed during the Genocide have been found. Among them
were children aged 7 to 11 years old.’

Many of the victims found in Zeleni Jadar are related to Kravica mass execution
site, a former cooperative farm, where more than 1,000 victims were cold-heartedly murdered.
On the afternoon of July 13", 1995, approximately 1,500 people captured in the nearby villages
of Sandi¢i and Nova Kasaba, were either transported by bus, or forced to walk in columns to
Kravica. Around 6 pm, when the hall was already full, soldiers began shooting and throwing
grenades inside, killing the prisoners.®

“Iwas not even able to touch the floor, the concrete floor of the warehouse...After
the shooting, I felt a kind of heat, warmth, which was actually coming from the blood that
covered the concrete floor; and I was stepping on the dead people who were lying around. But
there were even people who were still alive and as soon as I would step on him, I would hear
him cry..”

By the end of July 13% 1995,
hundreds of prisoners had already been executed
in Kravica. The execution went on for hours.
Automatic weapons, pistols, and grenades were
used to slaughter the prisoners inside the hall. The

exits were guarded, so anyone who tried to escape

was immediately ShO'[.10 Figure 5: Kravica factory. Photo source: Personal Archive.

¢ Personal Archive, Interview with Nedzad Avdi¢, Srebrenica, July 5%, 2024.

7 Srebrenica Genocide Blogspot, Mass Grave: Children Shot In Head, October 5%, 2007, available at:
https://srebrenica-genocide.blogspot.com/2007/10/mass-grave-children-shot-in-head.html

$ICTY, Case: IT-98-33-T, Prosecutor V. Radislav Krsti¢, Judgement, August 2", 2001, p. 73

o Ibidem.

19 Ibidem, p. 73.
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The next day, the soldiers began searching for any survivors. After identifying
them, they forced them to sing Serbian songs and then shot them. Following the execution,
several trucks arrived to load the bodies of the deceased. The process lasted for hours. The pile
of corpses was visible from the main road.!!

"My father never returned. His remains were
identified in the forest, on the surface, a few years later.
He was shot in the head.

My grandfather was executed in Pilica. He
was blindfolded and handcuffed. My great-grandfather
was executed on the steps in front of the house. My cousin

was killed in Kravica. My uncle has not been identified

y ot nl2
Today, the Kravica farm is closed to visitors. Figure 6: Covered, unmemorialised secondary
. . . . . mass grave, in Srebrenica area. Photo source:
The interior of the building, in which people were Personal Archive.

machine-gunned and killed with grenades, cannot be seen
without prior approval. There is no memorial for the victims, but only tall fences, prohibiting
visitors from entering the place of mass execution and paying their respects to the victims.

All the mass graves discovered in Zeleni Jadar [}
belong to the category of secondary mass graves, meaning
the remains had been chopped and moved from primary
mass graves.'> The creation of secondary and tertiary mass
graves was an attempt to erase the traces of the Genocide,
by fragmenting and reburying the corpses of the victims in

remote locations, where they could not be found.

The grave sites were scattered along the sides

of the road, in the forest, and in the fields. Today, they are

. Figure 7: The newly built Orthodox
not marked in any way. Church in Zeleni Jadar. Photo source:
Personal Archive.

The deliberate oblivion of the authorities is not
the only form of Genocide minimization or denial in Zeleni Jadar. Just a few meters away from

the Bosnjak cemetery, that is keeping the remains of the Bosnjaks killed during the war, a new

" Ibidem, p. 73-75.

12 Museum of Genocide and Crimes against Humanity, Exhibition, Eldiha Selimovié, Statement, Sarajevo, July
2024.

13 Bitter Land, Mass Graves Map, Zeleni Jadar 4, available at : https://massgravesmap.balkaninsight.com/zeleni-

jadar-4/
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architectural structure emerges. Rising on the foundation of a former post office, an imposing
Serbian Orthodox church is being built, in an area where, within a 500 meter radius, are not
more than 2 or 3 inhabited houses.

With a large RS flags displayed in front, the church stands out and overshadows the
nearby Bosnjak cemetery. This is one example, among others, of Genocide Minimizing, coming
as a form of territorial marking.

The meadows of SuSnjari and Jagli¢i, where the
column of refugees from Srebrenica started to form in July
1995, heading towards Tuzla, are unmarked either. So is the
meadow where Ramo Osmanovi¢ was manipulated by the
Bosnian Serb forces to surrender and to call for his son and
friends to surrender as well, later being executed.

“Nermine! Come here, come down! Don’t be

afraid of the Serbs! We are safe here with the Serbs! Come

down, all Of you_/ »14 Figure 8: Ramo Osmanovi¢ calling for his
son, Nermin, to surrender. Photo source:
In reality, they were all killed. By recording the Radio Sarajevo.

scene, Bosnian Serbian troops produced an important piece of evidence, proving that what
happened in Srebrenica was Genocide. Ramo and the other prisoners in the video were
extremely thin and weak, visibly unable to pose any real threat
to the Serbian forces.

"Nermin was in the 9" grade when the war started.
In May 1992, the attacks started from Serbia. We fled. We
barely managed to take anything. Those who stayed in the
village were killed. We fled through the forest and reached
Srebrenica.

The youngest son, Edin, died first. It was July 6™

1995. He was killed by a grenade. I am not the only mother

Figure 9: The meadow where Ramo

whose children were all killed. And they still deny what Osmanovi¢ was screaming, asking his
son to surrender. Photo source:

happened. ni5 Personal Archive.

During the annual Genocide commemoration in Srebrenica, some local Bosnian

Serbs display, along the road from the nearby city of Bratunac, photos of Serbs killed during

4 YouTube, Serb soldiers force Bosnian Muslim to call for his son to surrender, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=311hluWZarM
15 Personal Archive, Interview with Saliha Osmanovié, Srebrenica, July 5%, 2024,
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the Yugoslav Wars, including those from the Kosovo War in 1998. This, among many other
behaviors, represents a form of Genocide minimization.

Another well-known example of Genocide denial in Srebrenica is the singing of
Chetnik songs. Those are ultra-nationalistic melodies, some of them praising war criminals,
such as Ratko Mladi¢. This year, on the night of July 11™ just hours after the Bosnjak
community finished the 30-year Genocide Commemoration and visitors had left, loud Turbo-
folk music started to rumble in Srebrenica’s center, where some Bosnian Serb residents
gathered and sang a famous nationalistic song that claimed God is a Serb and Heaven belongs
to the Serbian people.!®

In Kralgljivode, a village where Genocide victims had been buried, the graves were
desecrated. In January 2025, an orthodox priest, accompanied by a group of followers,
destroyed the funeral monuments, placing orthodox crosses on the graves. To ensure they won't
be removed, the crosses were cemented.!” This is another manifestation of territorial marking

and Genocide denial around Srebrenica.

2. VISEGRAD

In ViSegrad, dozens of people had been
tossed into houses and burnt alive. Others were taken
to the bridge crossing the Drina River, having their
throats slit. The bodies were sometimes taken to mass
graves. Other times, they were thrown into the Drina
River, floating downwards towards Zepa. The number

of corpses was so high that it clogged the dam. 8

In Zepa, residents collected the corpses

floating from Visegrad and buried them, in the village Figure 10: The bridge over the Drina River. Photo
source: Personal archive.

of Slap. The mission was not easy, as they were under

constant shelling, as Bosnian Serb forces did not manage to capture Zepa until July 1995. Thus,

the bodies were collected during the night or on foggy mornings, and then transported to a

16 Sandzak Danas, VIDEO: Nakon komemoracije u Srebrenici: Gradom odjekivale cetnicke pjesme, Bosnjaci
ponovo izloZeni ponizenju, July 12, 2025, available at: https://www.sandzakdanas.rs/video-nakon-komemoracije-
u-srebrenici-gradom-odjekivale-cetnicke-pjesme-bosnjaci-ponovo-izlozeni-ponizenju/

17 Azon Global, Serbian extremists desecrated Muslim graves, January 27" 2025, available at:
https://azon.global/en/posts/International-Life/serbian-extremists-desecrated-muslim-graves

8 The Guardian, The warlord of Visegrad, August 11", 2005, available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/aug/11/warcrimes.features1 1
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remote place, where they were buried. Today, the memorial site is accessible only via boat,
being completely hidden to visitors who do not have prior knowledge about its existence.

In the meantime, hundreds of women were
taken to rape houses in Visegrad, being subjected to
sexual violence day and night. Some of them even
committed suicide, just to escape the raping.'’

The most infamous rape camp was placed
in a hotel. Today, there’s no memorial for the victims

of systematic rape. Instead, the hotel had reopened its

doors, presenting itself as a luxury resort, with a spa === ==

Figure 11: The Bosnjak cemetery and
memorial in Slap. Photo source: Personal
Archive.

facility.?® What’s not mentioned is that the pool used to
serve as a torture and execution place, while the
furniture is the same as it was in 1992. Only the mattresses have been changed. 2!

On Google reviews, Hotel Vilina Vlas scores a rating of 4,5 out of 5, guests being
impressed by the pool. On Trip Advisor the score is lower, guests complaining about bed bugs
and dirty rooms.?? Despite survivors' attempts towards the memorialization of Vilina Vlas
Hotel, the local authorities’ opposition stands as another form of relativization and denial of the
crimes against humanity perpetrated inside, aiming to silence, once more, the survivors’ voices.

Also in ViSegrad, the word “genocide” has
been erased by the local authorities from the Bosnjak
memorial, under the pretext that it was offensive for the
Bosnian Serb inhabitants of ViSegrad. However, the
families of Bosnjak victims used red lipstick and black
ink to reinstate the word “genocide” on the memorial,

making the term stand out even more than it did before.?

A few kilometres away from ViSegrad, - R
Figure 12: The Bosnjak memorial in Visegrad.

Arkan's name appears on street signs, depicting the = Photo source: David Gill'The Observer.

YDzenana Halimovic, Andy Heil, Mortified Bosnians Seek To 'Ungoogle’ An Ethnic-Cleansing Hotel Of Horrors,
in “Radio Free Europe”, September 19, 2020, available at: https://www.rferl.org/a/mortified-bosnians-seek-to-
ungoogle-an-ethnic-cleansing-hotel-of-horrors/30847067.html

20 Rehabilitacioni centar ,, Vilina Vias “, available at: https://vilinavlas.com/

2'Emma Graham-Harrison, Back on the tourist trail: the hotel where women were raped and tortured, in “The
Guardian”, January 28", 2018, available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/28/bosnia-hotel-rape-
murder-war-crimes

22 Trip Advisor, Vilina Vlas, available at: https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel Review-g1028537-d2328494-
Reviews-Vilina_Vlas-Visegrad Republika Srpska.html

ZDenis Dzidic, Bosnian Serbs Delete ‘Genocide’ From Visegrad Memorial, in “BIRN”, January 23", 2014,
available at: https://balkaninsight.com/2014/01/23/visegrad-authorities-remove-genocide-from-monument/
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description: “Arkan is alive”. Arkan, under his real name Zeljko Raznatovi¢, together with the
volunteers who joined him, instilled terror in Croatia and Bosnia.

Although he was not convicted, having died during the criminal trial, the statements
of survivors paint the image of a particularly sadistic man, who tortured, raped and killed
whoever and whenever he could.

Before arriving in Bosnia, Arkan’s Tigers committed numerous crimes and abuses
in Croatia, where they participated in the massacre of civilians in the city of Vukovar. After
Bijeljina, Arkan and his "Tigers" continued to instill terror in Zvornik, Bratunac, Prijedor,
Bosanski Novi, Sanski Most, Bosanska Dubica. Moreover, UNPROFOR troops identified
Arkan, beyond any doubt, as being present in Srebrenica in July 1995, during the Genocide
against the Bognjak population.?*

The "Tigers", meaning the volunteers who joined him, were members of the
organized criminal group that he built over time, and whose activity took place, subversively,
behind the doors of a candy shop in the centre of Belgrade. For several years, he was the
president of the fan club of the "Red Star" football team in Belgrade, many "tigers" being
recruited from among the supporters. Arkan also founded his own political party (the Serbian
Unity Party), being elected as an MP.*

Zeliko Raznatovi¢ died in January 2000, having been shot in the Intercontinental
Hotel in Belgrade. On the afternoon of January 15, 2000, four men dressed in tracksuits
approached him and his bodyguard. One of them asked if the hotel gym was open, and the
others opened fire at close range, using Heckler & Koch submachine guns. At least 38 bullets
were fired. Arkan was shot three times in the head: in the mouth, in the temple and in the left
eye. The motives behind the assassination remain unclear, with some sources even pointing to
the Milosevi¢ family.?

For some ethnic Bosnian Serbs and Serbs, Arkan and his "tigers" are national

heroes. At least two Serbian patriotic songs pay tribute to them (Hvala ti Arkane — Thank you,

24 Carol J. Williams, Profile : ‘Arkan’ a Suave Serbian Rogue : Jail-breaking Parliament candidate is a wanted
fugitive and accused war criminal with a ‘trust me’ smile, in ,Los Angeles Times”, available at:
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1993-12-14-wr-1818-story.html

2> Human Rights Watch, The Individuals Involved In The Ethnic Cleansing Of Bijeljina, available at:
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2000/bosnia/Bosn005-05.htm

26 Paul Watson, Balkan Warlord ‘Arkan’ Is Killed, in ,,Los Angeles Times”, January 16%, 2000, available at:
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2000-jan-16-mn-54632-story.html
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Arkan?’ and Arkanove Delije — Arkan's fighters®®), with worrying large number of YouTube
users leaving comments of appreciation for Arkan and the volunteers who joined him.
On the same time, murals of Ratko Mladi¢, Arkan and other graffiti inscriptions,

such as “Arkan is alive”, continue to appear throughout Serbia and RS.%

3. PRIJEDOR

In Prijedor, a city close to Banja Luka, the non-Serb inhabitants were forced to mark
their houses and wear armbands. Some of them were executed on the spot, in front of their own
houses. Others were taken to concentration camps, where they were subjected to torture, raping
and permanent physical and psychological abuse. Prisoners were burnt alive or forced to drink
engine oil, while many more were forced to clean the blood and the tissue of their former
colleagues, friends, or even relatives, who had been tortured to death.

Psychologically, the aim was to completely annihilate the prisoners. In order to
humiliate and dehumanize them, detainees were forced to spit on the Muslim flag, to sing

Serbian nationalist songs or to display the Serbian three-finger salute. The guards cursed them

9930 9931

and called them “balije”" or “ustase”’. They mostly targeted intellectuals, political leaders
and representatives of religious cults.>?

Survivors reported multiple episodes of extreme cruelty, in which prisoners were
forced to tear out each other's testicles with their teeth or drink motor oil. Psychologically,
everything was organised with the aim of inflicting absolute control over the victims, who were
transformed into mere objects of entertainment for the aggressors.

Equally, forcing prisoners to commit acts of torture against each other, reveals a
strong intention of annihilating the very notion of victimhood. Even under the reign of terror,

prisoners forced to inflict extreme physical suffering on their former friends or colleagues,

Y’YouTube, “Hvala ti Arkane’-Serbian patriotic song-Thank you Arkan, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkeODXm198s&list=RDbkeODXm198s&start_radio=1

Y ouTube, "Arkanove Delije" — Serbian Unit Song, available at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBxI 43U9RIw&list=RDMBx[L43U9RIw&start radio=1

2 Sarajevo Times, New Mural of Ratko Mladic Appears in Banja Luka, August 19%, 2025, available at:
https://sarajevotimes.com/new-mural-of-ratko-mladic-appears-in-banja-luka/

30 The term “balije” was an ethnic slur used by Serbs to refer to Bo$njaks. The word carried strong connotations
of inferiority and was rooted in historical anti-Ottoman and anti-Muslim bigotry.

31 The Ustase were a Croatian fascist and ultranationalist movement that rose to power during World War I1, ruling
the Independent State of Croatia, a Nazi puppet state established in 1941. Under the leadership of Ante Pavelic,
the Ustase regime pursued a policy of ethnic cleansing and genocide, primarily targeting Serbs, Jews, and Roma.
The Ustase ideology combined extreme nationalism with Catholic fundamentalism, aiming to create an ethnically
"pure" Croatian state.

32 ICTY, Case: IT-94-1T, Prosecutor v. Dusko Tadi¢ aka “Dule”, Opinion and Judgement, May 7", 1995, p.57.
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became torturers themselves. In this way, any trace of innocence in the victims was replaced by
a strong sense of guilt.

Even more, compared to the Pitesti Phenomenon that, where prisoners were forced
to torture each other under the pretext of re-education, the situation in the Bosnian Serb ruled
camps was different. There was no idea of ideological re-education, everything stemming from
the desire to humiliate and psychologically destroy the victims.

“He took a prisoner, forced him to drink motor oil, and then ordered him to tear
out Emir’s testicles with his teeth. The screams were unbearable. Then, silence fell.

The other three men, who were forced to witness the spectacle, were executed. The
prisoner who castrated Emir was brutally beaten. He could not speak for 24 hours. 3

Even those who were not forced to assault or torture, but only to clean up the blood
of the victims, faced strong feelings of guilt. This is also because, in a Machiavellian manner,
after the victims were starved, they were offered to clean the blood in exchange for a piece of
bread. In this way, on a psychological level, the prisoners were instilled with a sense of
complicity in the commission of all the crimes and horrors, which covertly generated strong
feelings of guilt.

"From Omarska I remember everything. All the horrors. From the first, to the last
day I spent there.

One day, a guard asked me if I wanted to earn a piece of bread. I accepted
immediately. He told me to go clean the White House.

When I entered....even now I can still smell it...the stench. There were pieces of
skulls scattered all over the room. Fragments of brains were stuck to the walls. Everything was
soaked in blood and everything had to be cleaned. I had to clean everything.

I remember it as if it happened today. It remains as a symbol of how they killed
every trace of humanity in us. I cleaned everything without showing any trace of disgust. Then
1 begged the guard to give me the promised piece of bread.

I still regret it... Even today, after all this time, I still regret what I did... "

33 Roy Gutman, 4 witness to genocide: the 1993 Pulitzer Prize-winning dispatches on the "ethnic cleansing” of
Bosnia, New York, MacMillan Publishing House, 1993, p. 100.

34 Museum of Genocide and Crimes against Humanity, Exhibition, Hamdija Draganovié¢, Statement, Sarajevo, July
2024.
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Today, the infamous camp of Omarska is closed for visiting. So is the Keraterm
camp, where non-Serb prisoners were tortured and killed. There is just one small
commemorative monument, built by the Bo$njak community.>

“The red and white building has bullet holes in its walls, and as I approach to take
photos, the chained dog gets upset, as if he is protecting them. The new owners of the building
try to cover the holes with thick layers of paint, but it keeps peeling off.

In Trnopolje, the place of another infamous concentration camp, a large memorial
can be seen. However, on a closer look, the inscriptions do not mention a single word about the
people tortured to death in the camp or about the 200 men taken to Kori¢ani cliffs and
summarily executed.’” The massive stone memorial is addressed to the Serb soldiers, the pain

and struggle of the Bosnjak victims being, once again, deliberately forgotten and erased by the

local authorities.>®

CONCLUSIONS

The Bosnian War, erupting in the heart of Europe in the spring of 1992, stands as
the bloodiest event on European soil since World War I1. It was marked by systematic atrocities:
in Srebrenica, thousands of men and boys were tortured and brutally executed in days; in
Visegrad, civilians were murdered on the Drina River bridge, burned alive and women
constantly raped; in Prijedor, non-Serbs were stripped of their possessions and sent to
concentration camps, reminiscent of the Nazi horrors.

The exposure of these atrocities shocked the world, as many found it unthinkable
that such extreme violence could happen again in plain sight. It was, however, true. Thousands
of people had been targeted, raped, haunted down and tortured to death, in a bloody war that
lasted almost four years.

The ICTY held perpetrators accountable, finding and establishing that crimes
against humanity, war crimes, and genocide were perpetrated against the BoSnjak population.
Still, international justice alone has not been able to fully prevent neither the constant denial of

those crimes, nor the glorification of those responsible for these atrocities.

35 Ukrainer, Memories in chains. The struggle for closure in Prijedor, May 18%, 2024, available at:
https://www.ukrainer.net/en/memories-in-chains/

36 Ibidem.

3"Nejra Dzaferagic, Families Mourn Victims of Bosnia’s Koricani Cliffs Massacre, in “BIRN”, August 20%, 2021,
available at: https://balkaninsight.com/2021/08/20/families-mourn-victims-of-bosnias-koricani-cliffs-massacre/
38 Institute for War and Peace Reporting, Special Report, Calls for War Memorials Divide Bosnia, December 6,
2010, available at: https://iwpr.net/global-voices/calls-war-memorials-divide-bosnia
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Despite the criminal convictions, some perpetrators are still glorified and praised,
as we are speaking, by the local Bosnian Serb population. Such is the case of Ratko Mladi¢.
This is one of the most obvious manifestations of Genocide denial. Arkan, who has not been
convicted, as he died during the trial, is well known for the crimes and atrocities he committed.
However, he is praised and admired by some Bosnian Serbs.

Among territorial marking, cemetery profanation and Chetnik songs playing,
Genocide minimization also comes in the form of quietly silencing the victims. Not given
permission by the local authorities to memorialize places of mass execution and detention, the
victims are reduced to silence again, their pain and suffering being publicly dismissed.

Such actions, in the long term, pose a serious risk. They are meant to reshape the
past and destroy future reconciliation. Historical revisionism, combined with the praise of
convicted war criminals and legal opposition to the memorialization of detention places or mass
execution sites, erases the suffering of the victims and the reality they had to endure. Ultimately,
these actions silence the victims all over again.

Forgetting and erasing the past is not, and can never be, an option. It is essential to
teach and educate about the horrors of the Bosnian War, and in situ memorialisation is an
effective tool in this effort. In this way, future generations will be less likely to fall for the same
propaganda that ultimately led their parents or grandparents to torture and kill their former
neighbours, friends and colleagues, simply because they had a different religion or national

identity.
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