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The main objective of our study is to analyze the role and impact that fundamental 

principles have in the governance of international society. We aim to trace the emergence of 

these principles and international governance, capturing their evolution and development in 

close connection with the maintenance of international peace and security. By identifying and 

assessing the impact of these principles, we seek to draw relevant conclusions that provide 

guidance for future research and actions in the field of international governance. This paper 

explores the reasons why fundamental principles play an important role in international 

relations and analyzes how they influence cooperation and development at the global level. 

The respect and promotion of fundamental principles provide a solid framework for 

cooperation and development in international relations, contributing to the core values of all 

humanity. Thus, fundamental principles form the foundation upon which the governance of 

international society is built. The role of these principles in the governance of international 

society and their impact are closely linked to the promotion of international peace and security, 

human rights, sustainable development, and international cooperation. Currently, the changes 

occurring within international society are leading public international law into an extensive 

process of redefinition, as well as emphasizing humanitarian law.1 Thus, the norms of 

humanitarian law, both conventional and customary international law, apply to all types of 

armed conflicts and must be respected by all parties involved. States are obligated to sanction 

violations of international humanitarian law, to prosecute those responsible for committing 

serious violations, especially war crimes, crimes against humanity, and to cooperate with other 

states in this regard. We can observe that public international law represents a legal guarantee 

 
 

1 A. Năstase, Noţiunea de principiu în dreptul internaţional în Revista Română de Studii Internaţionale nr.5/1989, 

p.358;D.Popescu, A.Năstase, Drept international public, Casa de editură și presă Șansa S.R.L., București, 1997, 

pp. 41-58 și pp.86-109; L.-M. Tocan, Drept international public, Ed. C.H.Beck, București, 2014, pp.95-96. 
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of both international peace and security, as well as cooperation between the subjects of public 

international law and the promotion of their progress. The fundamental principles of public 

international law are characterized by a high level of abstraction, expressing a universally 

accepted international value that governs the conduct of subjects of international law. 

These principles serve as the criterion for the legality of the actions of states and other 

subjects of international law in international relations. The fundamental principles in 

international governance have had a complex evolution throughout history, reflecting political, 

social, and economic changes on a global scale. From the modern system of sovereign nation-

states to the development of international organizations in the 20th century, the concepts of 

sovereignty, equality between states, non- intervention, and peaceful dispute resolution have 

been fundamental in defining international relations. The evolution of these principles has been 

influenced by treaties, conventions, revolutions, and armed conflicts, marking the transition 

from a system dominated by European powers to a global structure in which states from all 

regions of the world participate2. Born from the tacit or express agreement of states, either 

through customary or conventional means, the fundamental principles have an imperative 

character and have developed in the practice of relations between states, corresponding to 

different historical eras and the laws of societal development3 . We note that the process of 

forming the common will of states, expressed in the principles and norms of international law, 

is an extremely difficult one, often marked by the conflicting interests of the states involved.4 

The fundamental principles of contemporary international law that should govern the relations 

between all states constitute the substance of international relations5, an essential component of 

the international political and economic order.  

Their strict observance is a sine qua non condition for world peace and security, as well 

as for the democratization of international relations, because they protect international values 

of exceptional importance for the entire international community. For example, international 

peace and security, the freedom and progress of peoples, are enshrined as fundamental 

principles. Building on this idea, the first conclusion we have reached is that the fundamental 

 
 

2 M.V. Antonescu, Tipare de civilizații alter-globaliste în evoluția societății umane a sec. xxi: spre respiritualizarea 

civilizației, Revista Univers Strategic, Anul XI Nr. 2(42) aprilie-iunie 2020 p.159-174. 
3 D.Popescu, A. Năstase, op.cit., p.86;Gh.Moca, M.Duțu, Drept internațional public, vol.I, Ed. 

Universul Juridic, București, 2008, p.130. 
4 A. Năstase, C.Jura, F.Coman, Drept international public- Sinteze pentru examen, ed. a 5-a, Ed. C.H.Beck, 

București, 2009, p.52. 
5 I. Gâlea, Folosirea forței în dreptul international, Ed. Universul Juridic, București, 2009, pp.75-77. 
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principles are imperative norms6, accepted and recognized by the international community of 

states as a whole, norms from which no deviation is allowed and which can only be modified 

by a general international law norm of the same character7. We believe that the respect and 

promotion of fundamental principles are essential for ensuring a safer and more stable future 

for all nations of the world. Thus, the connection between fundamental principles and human 

rights is crucial for ensuring effective international governance and sustainable development.8 

At the level of international society, the fundamental principles related to governance play 

an essential role due to the complexity of the challenges faced by the entire international 

community. For example, the principle of respecting human rights has become a central 

dimension of public international law, and the entire international society oversees their respect. 

After World War II, we witnessed the development of a modern concept regarding the 

international regulation of human rights. Violations of human rights during the war led the 

international community to adopt a system of norms aimed at preventing the suffering caused 

by war, as well as ensuring an effective system for the protection of rights that already existed 

and were regulated by the League of Nations.  

Thus, the United Nations Charter was adopted with the aim of creating the necessary 

conditions for maintaining international peace and security, justice, and the fulfillment of 

obligations arising from international treaties. The most important moment regarding 

fundamental human rights occurred on December 10, 1948, when the UN General Assembly 

adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In recent decades, numerous treaties, 

pacts, and conventions have been signed at the international level, within which human dignity 

and freedom are protected through the provision of rights that belong to individuals, as well as 

through their protection and guarantee.  

Respect for human rights must be a central pillar of any effective international   

governance strategy. The European Union’s policy and actions in the field of human rights have 

two main dimensions. One focuses on protecting the fundamental rights of EU citizens, while 

the other involves promoting human rights worldwide. It can be observed that human rights are 

at the core of the EU’s external actions, which is committed to defending and promoting human 

 
 

6 A. Năstase, B. Aurescu, C.Jura, op.cit., p.80. 
7 Idem., p.81; see art. 53 of Convention of Venice. 
8 D.Popescu, A. Năstase, op.cit., p.107. 
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rights across the globe. Thus, the EU is founded on the values of respecting human dignity, 

freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and the protection of human rights, including the 

rights of individuals belonging to minorities. The EU seeks to integrate human rights into all its 

external actions, including its trade, migration, and environmental policies. All agreements 

signed by the EU must be in accordance with human rights. The main reference for the EU's 

activities regarding the protection and promotion of human rights worldwide is the Action Plan 

on Human Rights and Democracy, adopted in November 2020 for the period 2020-2024. On 

May 27, 2024, the EU decided to extend the action plan until 2027. The principle of respecting 

fundamental rights and freedoms represents an opportunity for growth and improvement in 

international governance, being closely connected to international governance. 

Understanding the fundamental principles and their governance in the international 

context includes international security, sovereignty, cooperation, and the peaceful resolution of 

international disputes, essential aspects for analyzing and applying these principles in practice.9 

For example, NATO member states form a unique community with shared values, dedicated to 

the principles of individual liberty, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, united under 

the common cause of ensuring that the Alliance remains a community focused on freedom, 

peace, security, and shared values, without precedent. Dialogue and international cooperation, 

in accordance with the fundamental principles of public international law, make a concrete 

contribution to strengthening international security and defending the values upon which the 

Alliance was founded. At the international level, governance is the process through which states 

and other subjects of international law collaborate and adopt concrete measures to address and 

resolve the problems faced by the entire international community. This includes diplomatic 

negotiations, the creation and enforcement of international norms and standards, the 

development and management of international relations, the peaceful settlement of disputes, 

ensuring global security, promoting human rights, providing humanitarian assistance, and 

fostering economic cooperation. 

In the context of globalization, governance is essential for creating an environment 

conducive to development and addressing the challenges faced by the international community 

as a whole. For example, the principle of international cooperation is evident in the actions of 

 
 

9 L. Lazari, L.Grigoroi, M. Bajan, Profesia contabilă: principii de etică și angajamentul față de interesul public 

în International Scientific Conference on Accounting, ISCA, 2022, pp. 8-16. 
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states and international organizations, which, through consensus, can contribute to promoting 

peace, stability, sustainable development, and social justice worldwide. This is part of 

international governance, providing a solid foundation for building and maintaining an effective 

international order. 

The quality of public administration and governance in a country is a crucial factor for its 

economic performance as well as for the well-being of its citizens. Efficient public 

administrations serve the needs of citizens and businesses. It is essential for public authorities 

to be able to adapt to changing circumstances. The EU Regulation on Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) is the first law on artificial intelligence in the world. It aims to ensure that AI systems are 

safe, ethical, and trustworthy. The AI regulation seeks to ensure that AI systems are developed 

and used responsibly. The rules impose obligations on providers and implementers of AI 

technologies and regulate the authorization of AI systems in the EU's single market. The law 

addresses the risks associated with AI, such as biases, discrimination, and accountability gaps, 

while promoting innovation and encouraging the adoption of AI. Being the first law in the world 

to regulate AI, the EU's rules could  a global standard for AI regulation, similar to how the 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) has done for data privacy. This would promote 

ethical, safe, and trustworthy artificial intelligence worldwide. 

The European Commission helps EU member states undertake reforms in public 

administration and governance by providing technical support. Areas of intervention include 

central public administration, local government, e-governance, public procurement, better 

regulation, the judiciary, the fight against corruption and fraud, and improving the absorption 

of European structural and investment funds. 

Development cooperation must be carried out in accordance with the principles and 

objectives of the EU's external action. Its main goal is to reduce, and in the long term, eradicate 

global poverty by promoting the economic, social, and environmental development of 

developing countries, in line with the United Nations' sustainable development goals. 

In the governance of the international society, fundamental principles play a crucial role 

in establishing fair and sustainable governance. These principles, such as respecting national 

sovereignty, non-discrimination, peaceful dispute resolution, human rights, and promoting 

peace and security, are essential for ensuring the right to peace. They provide the necessary 

framework for cooperation between states, preventing international conflicts, and promoting 
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fundamental human values. Thus, fundamental principles ensure the respect for national 

sovereignty, ensuring the proper functioning of international relations and strengthening global 

peace and security by promoting non-discrimination, respecting cultural diversity, and 

protecting human rights worldwide.  

In the context of sustainable development, fundamental principles such as respect for the 

environment, international cooperation in protecting natural resources, and promoting 

sustainable economic growth are of crucial importance. These fundamental principles lead to 

the adoption of policies and strategies that ensure a balance between economic development, 

environmental protection, and social equity, having a positive impact on international society. 

Contributing to sustainable development involves implementing measures aimed at reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, preventing the degradation of natural resources, and promoting their 

sustainable use, while also considering the needs of future generations. 

Fundamental principles play a key role in contributing to sustainable development by 

providing a conceptual framework for addressing environmental, economic, and social issues. 

They support the promotion of sustainable practices in industrial, agricultural, and energy 

sectors, helping to reduce negative environmental impacts and ensuring a balance between 

current needs and available resources. Thus, by adhering to these fundamental principles, 

international society builds a sustainable future where economic development is compatible 

with the conservation of resources and environmental protection, providing significant benefits 

for both current and future generations10. Fundamental principles play an essential role in 

facilitating international cooperation by providing a common framework for the world's states 

in addressing global challenges, such as climate change or pandemics. These issues require 

sustained and coordinated efforts at the international level to be addressed effectively11. Through 

cooperation, states can work together to identify and implement common solutions that protect the 

interests of all and ensure equitable, sustainable, and prosperous development at a global level. 

International cooperation on a global scale is manifested through international treaties, 

conferences, as well as collaboration in areas such as scientific research, technological 

 
 

10 Al.Bolintineanu, A.Năstase, B.Aurescu, Drept international contemporan, București, Ed. All Beck, 2000, p.57; 

I.Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law, 4th edition, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1990, p.26. 
11 M. Duţu, Dicţionar de drept al mediului, Ed. Economică, 2000, pp. 120-125; M Dutu, A Dutu, Dreptul mediului, 

editia a-4-a, Ed. CH Beck, București, 2014, pp.106-119. 
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development, the fight against climate change, poverty, terrorism, and other global threats. 

Globalization and technological evolution have redefined public international law, 

making real and immediate cooperation between states necessary to manage global issues and 

promote sustainable development. An important aspect is identifying effective ways to 

implement fundamental principles that can be adapted and integrated into the context of global 

changes, which have a profound impact on international relations. 
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